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PROTECT  CABBAGE  PLANTS  FROM 
ROOT  MAGGOT  INJURY 

The  cabbage  root  maggot  is  the  larval  or  maggot  stage  of  a 
fly.  The  first  generation  of  the  cabbage  fly  emerges  in  early 
spring.  The  female  deposits  her  small  white  eggs  on  or  near 
the  stem  of  the  host  plant,  at  or  near  the  ground  level.  The 
maggots  hatch  from  the  eggs  in  four  or  five  days  under  favorable 
conditions  and  at  once  begin  eating  their  way  into  the  stem, 
continuing  downward  as  they  feed.  The  maggots  mature  in  three 
or  four  weeks  and  leave  the  roots  to  pupate  in  the  soil.  From 
the  puparia  the  adults  emerge  in  fifteen  to  eighteen  days.  There 
are  from  three  to  four  generations  each  year. 

CONTROL 

Corrosive  sublimate  has  recently  come  into  use  as  a  control  for 
the  cabbage  root  maggot.  The  treatment  is  made  as  follows: — 
One  ounce  of  the  white  crystals  (not  tablets)  is  dissolved  in  10 
gallons  of  water.  About  one-fourth  pint  of  the  solution  is  applied 
to  each  plant.  The  application  is  made  by  simply  pouring  the 
required  amount  on  the  stem  and  at  the  base  of  the  plant.  In 
experiments  carried  out  in  several  states,  the  treatments  were 
about  95  per  cent  effective  and  are  somewhat  cheaper  than  the 
tar  disk  method.  Ten  gallons  of  the  solution  will  treat  five  to 
six  hundred  plants.  Two  applications  are  necessary;  one  three 
or  four  days  after  the  plants  are  set  in  the  field  and  a  second  a 
week  or  ten  days  after  the  first. 

In  handling  Mercuric  Chloride  (Corrosive  Sublimate)  the  deadly 
poisonous  nature  of  the  material  should  ever  be  kept  in  mind  and 
great  care  be  exercised  to  keep  the  crystals  out  of  reach  of  chil- 
dren or  other  irresponsible  persons.  Wooden  earthenware,  or  glass 
containers  should  be  used  in  handling  corrosive  sublimate  solution 
since  this  material  will  corrode  and  soon  destroy  metal  containers. 

Tar  paper  discs  may  be  used  to  protect  the  plants,  but  are  more 
expensive  and  are  not  as  effective  as  the  mercuric  chloride 
treatment. 


